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society abhors an old maid. It abhors old maids so much that
orthodox respectability would as soon die as confess them.
And so as soon as a girl is born to a high/class Hindu family
her marriage becomes a source of anxiety. Suitable men are
searched for, and, when found, frequently paid large sums to
become husbands. There is never any question of the newly
married girl living with her husband who is often just as
undeveloped as she is. The contrary is an unjustifiable
deduction sometimes made by Western minds much to their
own and to their neighbour's confusion. All that happens
is that the girl goes through the marriage ceremony. If this
has been achieved she is free from social stigma for all time
and preserved from the evils of passion. In certain instances,
the prospective husband cannot be found. Either there is no
male in the caste willing to marry her, or the girl's parents are
too poor to pay a big enough dowry. No matter. The girl
is married to something. It may be a tree, an iron pail, or a
block of cement. An arrow is quite a favourite "husband"
and so is a sword or a flower. Such "marriages,** however,
are not by any means general and are only resorted to in
extreme cases. I have heard of a Brahman girl who died
unwed. So profoundly was the family honour shocked that
it paid some wretched creature of a man to marry her dead
body!
Divorce is frowned upon. Only in the lower castes is it
allowed, and even then it can be obtained only after much
difficulty and the consent of the caste council. Substantial
reasons such as the unfaithfulness of the wife or her inability
to bear sons must be forthcoming. Widows can remarry
only in certain low castes and where caste shows signs of
receding in the face of modern conditions. No branch of its
beneficial work has been so incorrupttbly performed by caste
as that in regard to mamage laws. A peculiarity of Hinduism
is that while it allows surprising liberties in regard to doctrine
it has always ruled conduct with an unrelenting hand. A
'Hindu is free to think as he likes but not to do as he likes.
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